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General Conference Information 
Less than a month remains until the May 15 dead-
line for registering with the Convent ion Director. And 
only a mon th remains until the June 1 deadline for 
making reservations with McMaster University for 
meals and lodging. Use the forms in the February 25 
issue of the Visitor. Addi t ional forms are available 
f rom your pastor or the Convent ion Director. 
As of this writing (March 18) 140 people have 
regis tered—more than in 1978. This is much appre-
ciated. Be sure to fill in all the blanks on both blue 
fo rms regardless of where you plan to stay or how you 
plan to travel. 
The opening session of General Conference is on 
Sa turday , J u n e 28, at 3 p.m. Registration will open 
that day at 9 a .m. and continue until 2:30 p.m. 
A delightful new fea ture of the opening session will 
be the banner parade. Each congregation is being 
given the oppor tun i ty of prepar ing a banner on the 
General Conference theme, "Inward and Outward 
Bound in the Eighties." Two members of each congre-
gation will carry their banner in the large procession. 
Prizes will be awarded and winning banners will be 
placed on the main pla t form. All banners will be dis-
played in the audi tor ium. For more informat ion, con-
tact Winifred Swalm, Dunt roon , Ontario. 
Boards, committees, and agencies are again reminded 
that there is ample exhibit space in a very good loca-
t ion. Make your requests for space (8-foot modules at 
$ 10 each, plus $5 if electricity is needed) to the Conven-
t ion Director. Also give him your requests for meeting 
rooms needed before or during Conference. 
The Board of Christian Education has plans for a 
very comprehensive program for all children and 
young people. The age grouping will be as follows: 
0-2 Baby Care 
3-5 Nursery School 
6-8 Primary Class 
9-11 Jun io r Ministries* 
12-17 Youth group* 
*12 year olds may choose either group. 
More details will appear on the Conference program. 
A small charge will be made to cover expenses. 
The pas tors ' wives will have a luncheon meeting on 
M o n d a y of Conference, and Men's Fellowship will 
have a breakfas t meeting on Tuesday morning. For 
more informat ion , contact Erma (Mrs. Harvey) Sider 
regarding the luncheon, and Lowell Abeldt about the 
breakfast . At tendance at the breakfast is limited to 300 
because of room size. 
For more informat ion , contact the Convent ion 
Director, Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. Phone: 
(717) 766-2621. 
From the Editor 
Bishop Harvey Sider writes for Church adminis t ra tors 
on a current concern, "Church Growth and / or Doctr ine— 
Which?" The readers will learn of Dr. Doro thy Gish's 
many areas of interest and ministries that enhance her 
service to youth at Messiah College. News—covering Church 
activities, evangelical news media, M C C news, college 
news with ground breaking, and the word f rom Missions— 
say just a bit of what is going on in the church world. 
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CHURCH GROWTH and/or 
DOCTRINE— Which ? 
Harvey Sider 
In three separate parables, Dr. Luke records the joy, in 
heaven and on earth, when sinners repent and the lost are 
found (Lk. 15:7, 10, 32). Imagine the joy in the early church 
and in heaven as "the Lord added to the church daily." 
(Acts 2:47b) 
Two historic meetings gave visibility and impetus to the 
church growth movement within our Brotherhood. 
Indianapolis 1950: The late Dr. C. O. Wittlinger referred 
to this when he wrote, "The NAE Convention in Indiana-
polis became a catalyst for change in the life of the Broth-
erhood" (Quest for Piety and Obedience, p. 479). 
Arrow Head Springs 1976: Prior to convening the 104th 
General Conference in California, a group of concerned 
leaders spent two days agonizing over the lack of outreach 
and growth. From this emerged our resolution to "double 
in a decade." 
Since then, growth has accelerated both in the estab-
lished congregations and in new church planting ministries 
resulting in vitality, joy, and enthusiasm—with much sac-
rifice, prayer, and weariness. New churches are springing 
up: Westheights, Meadowvale, Wichita, Irvine, Frederick, 
Clearwater, and others. Non-ethnic Brethren in Christ 
names are multiplying like Ogilvie, Kingdon, Warkus, 
Enticott, Dalby, Coueslan, Fehr, Croxford and Sedelnick. 
With the influx of new people and congregations, will it 
be possible to retain our distinctives of piety, peace, and 
separation? How will new converts impact us? 
Obviously, there is danger in growth, for wherever there 
is a cutting edge, there is danger. However, to remove that 
is to invite another danger, the probability of our demise 
by standing in disobedience to the divine mandate given by 
Jesus Christ. Danger cannot be avoided. 
As the Brethren in Christ respond in obedience to God's 
will and purpose, like Jesus we are thrust into a compas-
sionate ministry of outreach and service. This witness 
normally results in winning people into God's Kingdom. 
Obedience to God's will and purpose does not stop at this 
point. Obedience is consummated as we disciple and equip 
converts to become mature (Eph. 4:15), active, reproduc-
ing Christians. Obedience to Christ calls for a double and 
mutually inclusive ministry: church growth and a disciple-
ship program that builds biblical Christians. 
Bishop John Byers, in his 1979 sermon to the Atlantic 
Conference, spoke to this concern when he said: 
"It is necessary that our concept of the church be 
biblical. . . contrary to the opinion of some, changes 
in our membership covenant were not a lowering of 
s tandards so we could gain more members. Rather it 
is an indication that God has led us to a new under-
standing of what the church is. The church is a com-
munity of God's people sharing together to bring 
about the kingdom. We are helping God reconcile 
the world. (II Cor. 5:19). The church is people living 
and witnessing under Christ. The church is not a set 
of doctrines." 
Sometimes new Brethren in Christ are more open to the 
doctrines of the church than members of many decades. 
Recently, I met with a group of Christians in Penetang, 
Ontario, who are interested in forming a Brethren in Christ 
Church. As we reviewed our Manual of Doctrine and 
Government, a question was raised. Rather than stating 
my feelings or thinking, I said, "Let me read f rom the 
Scripture and let the Scripture speak for itself." After the 
passage was read, there was a brief silence. Suddenly, one 
of the new Christians said, "Well, there it is in the Bible. 
Why don't we do it?" In place of resistance, there was open 
acceptance. 
Growth and discipleship are two sides of the same coin. 
No coin is authentic without the two sides. Can the church 
be the church without growth and faithfulness to the 
Word? Outreach and evangelism must be initial. The 
"baby" must first be born. Equally important, but certainly 
secondary in sequence, is the need to disciple, to lead to 
maturity and to an understanding of the teachings of the 
Scripture. Birth assumes nurture. 
Unfortunately, when there are no births, continued 
stagnation leads to a "Dead Sea" situation. On the other 
hand, growth provides fertility to the soil for nurture, 
vitality, and joy. 
A cardinal emphasis of the Brethren in Christ is our 
strong stance on the way people are changed: f rom the 
inside out, not f rom the outside in. In so doing, we need to 
imitate Christ's action when he was confronted by the 
Pharisees. They had brought to him a woman taken in 
adultery. Both had the same objective in mind—to stop her 
f rom sinning. But their means to achieve this was com-
pletely opposite: stoning versus redemption; law versus 
grace; outward versus inward change. Jesus knew that the 
way to transform her nature was to change her desire. 
To be faithful to the Word, we must follow in the 
footsteps of our Master by proclaiming the Good News, there-
by opening the way for a radical change in the heart and 
desire of a person. To be faithful to the Word is to lead all 
Christians into a life of costly discipleship; thereby opening 
the way for a radical change in the lifestyle of a person. 
Transformation, not reformation, is the fulfillment of this 
process. 
Church growth and Brethren in Christ distinctives do 
not stand in contradiction to each other. They become 
complementary when "people" are considered more im-
portant than "structure" and when we continue to affirm 
the nature of radical change as emanating from transfor-
mation and not reformation. 
Bishop of Canadian Conference 
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Linda Osborne* 
Dr. Dorothy Gish of Messiah College finds it hard to 
resist a new challenge. 
Chairperson of the Behavioral Science Department, 
Professor of Early Childhood and Family Education, 
director of the college's summer Elderhostel program for 
senior citizens, former elementary and high school teacher 
and adminis t ra tor—Dr. Gish likes to say she has helped 
educate people "f rom womb to tomb." For the remainder 
of the college year, this busy lady adds yet another role to 
her educational repertoire: Acting Dean of Student Develop-
ment. 
While playing this new part, her areas of responsibility 
include college housing, counseling, health, co-curricular 
activities, and social life. However, when Dr. Gish talks 
about Student Development, the discussion repeatedly 
returns to one word: growth. By providing encouragement 
for the spiritual, social, and personal elements of college 
life as well as for the academic, she hopes to cultivate an 
a tmosphere favorable for students to develop their full 
potential as whole persons. 
A native of Palmyra, PA, she attended Messiah Junior 
College for two years, then went on to graduate f rom 
Greenville College in 1957. For a year after graduation, she 
taught 40 first graders, reflecting in that initial venture her 
basic approach to education: to emphasize discipline and 
stimulate a love for learning. 
In 1958 she began 6'A years as Headmistress of the 
Macha Girls' School in Zambia, administering the school 
of 300 boarding students and teaching Bible and English to 
seventh and eighth graders. On her return trip to the Unit-
ed States to pursue graduate work at Pennsylvania State 
University, she toured the East Coast of Africa on a freight-
er, and crossed Europe by train. 
After earning her master's degree she returned to Zam-
bia for two years as Dean of Women at Choma Secondary 
School, where her duties again included teaching as well as 
administration. With great affection, she describes those 
years as "being mother to 200 teenagers." 
From 1969-1971 she completed a Penn State doctoral 
program in child development and family relationships. 
After receiving the Ph.D. degree, she remained there the 
next year as coordinator of the early childhood education 
lab school. She already had plans for developing a similar 
early childhood program when she came to Messiah Col-
lege in 1972. 
While serving as head of the Home Economics Depart-
ment she demonstrated to students and colleagues alike 
that home economics reaches far beyond cooking and 
sewing to a much broader perspective on personal devel-
opment in the home environment. Her switch in 1977 to 
head the Behavioral Science Department represented a 
natural outgrowth of these special concerns for people and 
growth. 
While concentrating on the growth of her students, Dr. 
Gish also developed a concern for the continuing devel-
opment of her fellow professionals. A trip she made to an 
Oklahoma conference led to the initiation of Messiah Col-
lege's faculty growth and development team, which Dr. 
Gish continues to head. The team aims to provide activities 
facilitating and encouraging faculty development in both 
community and instructional settings. These include social 
functions, prayer breakfasts, recognition of faculty achieve-
ments, in-service sessions, and a teaching improvement 
process based on teachers evaluating and encouraging 
each other. 
Dr. Gish considers her present role in Student Devel-
opment a good melding of her interests and abilities, and 
points to her institution of regular Friday af ternoon 
fellowship—mixing faculty, staff, and students—as indica-
tive of the direction she pursues. 
Of course, in order to manage a 24-hour day, she tries to 
balance the numerous involvements whereby she serves 
others, grows, and finds self-expression. For instance, her 
work as consultant for the Council for the Advancement of 
Small Colleges (CASC) combines opportunities for service 
with opportunities for travel, and has thus far taken her all 
over the country and abroad to the Virgin Islands. 
A member of the Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church, her 
denominational interests also take her far afield. A fre-
quent speaker and teacher throughout the brotherhood, as 
well as in many other churches, she is in great demand for 
workshops and seminars. She helped develop the pre-
school curriculum for the Foundat ion Series, and cur-
rently serves as assistant chairperson for the Christian 
Retreat Center Board, and as a member of the Board of 
Trustees for the Messiah Children's Home. 
Highly regarded as a model for women seeking to lead 
meaningful lives of service, Dr. Gish denies that she under-
takes new challenges as a conscious ground-breaking 
effort for other women. In any task, however, she expects 
respect and treatment equal to that accorded a male coun-
terpart. She considers consciousness raising—not only 
regarding women's roles, but also the roles of singles in the 
Christian community—to be part of her ministry. 
Such a bustling career would leave many dedicated 
workers exhausted, but Dr. Gish seems to be everywhere at 
once on the Messiah campus. The pace of her walk leaves 
many behind, and her work evidences the same astonishing 
energy level. Never counting herself to have attained, she 
continues to look at each new experience as a further step 
in the development of her own potential, and to trust the 
Lord for the direction of those steps. 
* Linda Osborne is a member of the Messiah College Advancement Staff, 
giving assistance in information activities. As a member of the Grantham 
congregation, Miss Osborne is known as a winning Bible quiz coach. 
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"But, He Added, 
He Was 
a Christian" 
by C. W. Boyer 
On September 4, 1945, the first group of Americans 
visited Hiroshima after the bombing, which had occurred 
just a month before on August 5. Mr. Vern Haugland was a 
member of this group, and his account by Associated Press 
appeared in The Dayton Daily News on the same date. 
Here are excerpts f rom his article: 
"Block after block contains only a thin covering of rust-
ing tin, a few stones and some broken bricks. The twisted 
f rames of less than a dozen buildings stand forlornly alone 
in the midst of ruin that was once touted as Japan's most 
modernized city. 
"This was the Hiroshima I saw today with the first 
American post-war visitors to the world's first target of the 
atomic bomb. For its size, no city in the world was so 
completely wiped out by bombs as this war-swollen me-
tropolis of 400,000, whose heart was smashed completely 
by a single application of atomic power. Our party wan-
dered for two hours through the ruins, photographing and 
staring in awe at the damage done by a single bomb. 
"The death toll now has mounted past 53,000, with 
many, only slightly wounded, dying f rom no apparent 
cause." (According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, 1979 
edition, the death toll f rom the Hiroshima bombing was 
approximately 75,000, either killed or fatally injured.) 
It has now been more than thirty-four years since Hiro-
shima was devastated by the first atomic bomb; and today 
the world is seriously aware of the dire consequences and 
the increasing possibility of nuclear warfare. (Did you 
notice the ominous statements made recently by govern-
ment spokesmen that it might be necessary for the United 
States to use "tactical nuclear weapons" to defend the area 
f rom which we receive our major oil supplies, without 
which our economy would collapse?) 
In an article, "Calling for Peace Makers in a Nuclear 
Age" in the February 8, 1980 issue of Christianity Today, 
John R. W. Stott says: 
"The contemporary buildup of the super powers' nuclear 
arsenals is a horrendous reality. . . . One (U.S. Ppseidon) 
submarine carries enough power to destroy 140 Hiroshi-
m a s . . . . Five nations are now known to have both nuclear 
weapons and delivery systems, while five more are known 
to have the capacity to develop them. . . . Nobody can 
predict with any accuracy how much devastation a nuclear 
war would cause; but the U.S. Congress document, 'The 
Effects of Nuclear War' (1979), says that 'the minimum 
consequences would be enormous. ' " And the report goes 
on to speak of the millions of lives which would be lost. 
I am reminded here of a statement made by Dr. Albert 
Einstein in his paper, "Only Then Shall We Find Cour-
age," published in 1946, in which he said: "When humanity 
holds in its hand the weapon with which it can commit 
suicide, I believe that to put more power into the gun is to 
increase the probability of disaster." 
We are told that the results of nuclear warfare would be 
so devastating that this in itself would be a deterrent—but 
this realization did not deter us at Hiroshima and Naga-
saki. The reason was, of course, that we were the only 
nation then which had the bomb, and we had no fear of 
retaliation. But we certainly were aware of the terrible 
gravity of the action we were taking, and that we were 
setting a precedent and an example of far-reaching and 
sinister consequences. It seems to me America must have a 
nagging sense of guilt, and an uneasy conscience, when we 
realize that to date we are the only nation which has used 
the atomic bomb! 
The Bible tells us that catastrophe will mark the final 
days of this period of world history. Jesus said, in describ-
ing these events (in Matt. 24 and Luke 21) that men's hearts 
would be "failing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth" (Luke 21:26); and 
many serious Bible students feel that those days may be 
near at hand. Surely the admonition which the Apostle 
Peter gave "to them of like precious faith" in A.D. 66 (II 
Pet. 1:1) is one that we would do well to give heed to today: 
"Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation 
and godliness." (II Pet. 3:10-12). 
I would now like to return to the above article by Mr. 
Haugland. 
In his account, which describes at length the total devas-
tation, the massive loss of life, as well as the bitterness and 
resentment of the Japanese people resulting from the 
bombing, one short paragraph in this stark picture stands 
out in beautiful contrast and with special significance: 
"Despite the warning that we were hated in the town, 
one bearded old man came up and volunteered the infor-
mation to our interpreters that his family had been killed in 
the atomic raid: but, he added, he was a Christian, and 
shook hands with each of us." (Italics mine.) 
Think of it! Here was a man who, without bitterness or 
hatred, met with representatives of the nation which had 
destroyed his city and killed his own family, testifying to 
them that he was a Christian, and demonstrating this fact 
by the friendly and forgiving attitude which he showed 
toward them! Notice, too, that he took the initiative: he 
"came up" to them and "volunteered the information." 
What a beautiful example of one who, under the most 
unlikely and unfavorable of circumstances, was "ready" 
(See I Pet. 3:15) to witness for his Lord; and what was 
equally important, his testimony was supported by his 
conduct. Obviously that group of reporters was impressed; 
and who but God can know the results of that testimony, as 
it was spread far and wide via the Associated Press in 1945, 
and as it is being published again in 1980? Could we not 
think also of this simple incident as representing in micro-
cosm the people of God as they are witnessing boldly for 
Christ today, and "shining as lights in a dark world"? (Phil. 
2:15, Phillips.) 
"But, he added, he was a Christian"; and I think the 
example of this humble Christian brother should be an 
inspiration and challenge to us today. Don't you? 
Messiah Village, Pa. 
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Messiah College faculty and staff and friends witness ground breaking (dynamite blast) 
marking the beginning of construction for the new Fine Arts Center. Chairman Dwight 
Bert, Board of Trustees, presided. 
CHURCH NEWS 
Messiah College 
The Messiah College Commencemen t 
will be on Sa turday , May 10, at 10 a .m. , in 
the"Eisenhower Campus Center. The speaker 
will be Dr. Char les H. Malik, United 
Nat ions s ta tesman f r o m Lebanon who in 
recent years has been associated with Cam-
pus Crusade for Christ . Dr. Malik will 
receive the college's highest honor , the Dis-
t inguished Public Service Award . 
President Hoste t ter recently announced 
tha t Messiah College's $4,000,000 fund 
drive fo r the new fine arts center is moving 
a long well, with only $388,000 remaining 
to be raised. Cons t ruc t ion on the large 
facility is now in progress. 
Dean H. David Brandt , director of Sum-
mer School sessions at Messiah College, 
says that a to ta l of 43 courses are being 
offered in the two three-week sessions. The 
first session will begin on May 27 and the 
second one on J u n e 16. F o r more in fo rma-
t ion and a cata log, write to S u m m e r ses-




Paul A. and Rhoda (Musser) Wengert, Sr., 
were honored at an Open House in observance 
of their 50th wedding anniversary. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wengert, who were married Jan. 9, 1930, are the 
parents of four children. They are members of 
the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church. 
The Cedar Grove congregation reports that 
they sent their pastoral couple. Rev. and Mrs. 
Eugene Heidler on a Holy Land Tour. The 
Heidlers have served Cedar Grove for seventeen 
years. • Missions was the focus during the 
month of February by the Fairview Avenue 
congregation. Former missionaries, home mis-
sionaries, and missions representatives were 
among the speakers during the month. 
Six foreign students from Zambia and Rhodesia 
shared recently with the Five Forks congrega-
tion. The students are attending Messiah Col-
lege. • I.eona Whitesel presented a slide presen-
tation of her service in Pharr, Texas, to the 
Montgomery congregation on Wednesday eve-
ning, Feb. 27. • The Pleasant View congregation 
reports a Sweetheart Fellowship held on Feb. 
16. Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Lady, married 52 




The Lancaster congregation had Edith Miller, 
missionary to Zambia as a guest speaker on 
Sunday evening, March 2. • Premnath Dick, 
assistant coordinator of East Harlem Interfaith, 
presented his work to the Manor congregation 
on Sunday, March 2. Mrs. Dick shared about 
"Little Lighthouse," a tutoring program for 
children. 
Nine persons were welcomed into church fel-
lowship by the Souderton congregation on Sun-
day morning, Feb. 24. • The Speedwell Heights 
congregation held a Communications and Drama 
Workshop on Sunday afternoon and evening, 
Feb. 10. Dan Neidermyer, a teacher at Meyers-
town Seminary, led the workshop. 
Canadian 
The Heise Hill congregation reports Bruce 
VanderBent waselected astheirdeacon. A Bible 
Conference was held on Saturday afternoon and 
evening, March 8, with Rev. Ken Smith. • The 
Massey Place congregation hosted a Baptismal 
Service with the Prince Albert congregation on 
Sunday evening, March 9. 
The Mountpleasant Family Gospel Singers 
presented the March Family Night Service to 
the Sherkston congregation on Sunday evening, 
March 2. • Sunday, February 24, was observed 
as Family Day by the Southwest congregation. 
The congregation met at the pastoral home for 
the morning services. A local gym was rented for 
the afternoon. 
Central 
Rev. and Mrs. Carl Ulery showed slides of the 
ministry of Trans World Radio to the Beulah 
Chapel congregation on Sunday evening, March 
2. • The Fairview congregation hosted a Mis-
sions Rally with Rev. Roy Sider on Saturday, 
March. 15. Rev. Sider shared about new fields 
opening in Latin America. 
The I.akeview congregation began a new ser-
ies of study entitled "Controversial Issues." 
The study is used during the Wednesday evening 
prayer meetings. • A Spiritual Life Emphasis 
weekend was held by the Mooretown congrega-
tion on March 13-16. Rev. Harold Smith was 
the resource person. 
Midwest 
The Dallas Center congregation reports that 
Youth Sunday was observed on Feb. 17, using 
the theme "Living in the Light of the Lord's 
Return." The guest speaker for the morning ser-
vice was Mrs. Neva Miller from Vennard College. 
Six children were dedicated to the Lord on 
Sunday morning, Feb. 24 by families of the 
Mountain View congregation. • The Zion con-
gregation observed Lent by having a sacrificial 
lunch of sandwiches, celery sticks, and drink 
each Sunday in the church basement. 
Pacific 
The Alta Loma congregation held a Corner-
stone Ceremony on Sunday afternoon, Feb. 10. 
• On Sunday evening, Feb. 24, an all-church 
fellowship was held by the Redwood Country 
congregation. Everyone from the congregation 
was invited into a home after the evening service. 
Births 
Bell: Chr i s topher Irvin, born March 26, 
to Ronald and Melissa Bell, Cedar Grove 
congregat ion. Pa. 
Caroll: Bethany Joy , born Feb. 4, to 
J ames and P a m Caroll , Clarence Center 
congregat ion, NY. 
Huxta: Ryan Lee, bo rn March 11, to 
David and Dar lene Hux ta , Pequea con-
gregation, Pa. 
Killingsworth: Amber Joy, born March 
8, to David and Lynn Kill ingsworth, Rose-
bank congregat ion, Ks. 
Lehman: Michelle Dawn, born Jan . 7, 
to Rober t and Betty (Mar t in ) Lehman , 
Mechanicsburg congregat ion, Pa. 
Lehman: Traci Lyn, bo rn Jan . 1, to Ken 
and Phyllis (Musser) Lehman , Mechanics-
burg congregat ion, Pa. 
Potteiger: Derek Allen, born Jan . 6, to 
G a r y a n d N a n c y (Bowse r ) P o t t e i g e r , 
Mechanicsburg congregat ion, Pa. 
Thompson: Deborah Lynn, born March 
12, to Mr. and Mrs. Glenn T h o m p s o n , 
Westheights congregat ion, Ont. 
Winger: Eric Ryan, bo rn Feb. 3, to 
Glen and Barbara Winger, Bertie congre-
gation, Ont. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Yeomans: Jo rdan Daniel, born March 
10, to Richard and Mary Ann Yeomans, 
Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Shearer-Graham: Cheryl, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Graham, and Doug-
las, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Shearer, 
March 15, in the Cedar Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Eugene Heidler 
officiating. 
Smith-Hartman: Betsy Jane, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Har tman, Waynes-
boro, Pa., and Glenn, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Glenn Smith, March 22, in the Five Forks 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. W. 
Rupert Turman officiating. 
Spece-Worrall: Judi th , daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. James Worrall , and Gregory, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Terry Spece, March 21, in 
the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Obituaries 
Davidson: Mrs. Shirlie Davidson born 
March 11, 1898, died March 22, 1980. She 
was married to Walter Davidson who pre-
ceded her in death in 1972. She is survived 
by three daughters, Edith, Esther, who are 
at home, and Mrs. Lois Pollard, Arkansas. 
She was a member of the Christian Union 
Brethren in Christ Church, Garrett , where 
she and her husband served as Deacon and 
wife for 25 years. Rev. Marlin Ressler and 
Rev. Carl G. S tump conducted the funeral 
service in the Christian Union Brethren in 
Christ Church. Interment was in the ad-
joining cemetery at Garrett , Indiana. 
Kipe: Mrs. Erin M. Kipe, Waynesboro, 
Pa., born June 12, 1957 in Hagerstown, 
M d „ died Feb. 5, 1980. In April, 1976, she 
was married to John K. Kipe who survives. 
She is also survived by two daughters, 
Mandy and Emily; her parents, Richard L. 
and Lois A. (Lesher) Eberly; a sister, Judy 
Ann; and paternal grandmother, Mrs. Janet 
Eberly. She was a member of the Fairview 
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church where 
the funera l was conducted by Rev. Lynn 
Thrush. Interment was in the Green Hill 
Cemetery. 
Martin: Mrs. Elsie Martin, born March 
19, 1900, in Dayton, Oh., died Jan. 17, 
1980. She was married to Vernon Martin 
who survives. Also surviving are a son, 
Tennyson; a brother; two sisters; four 
grandsons; and a great-grandchild. She 
was a member of the Clarence Center 
Brethren in Christ Church where the fun-
eral service was conducted by Rev. Richard 
Long. Interment was in the Clarence Cen-
ter Cemetery. 
McWilliams: Mabel V. McWill iams, 
born July 23, 1907, in Harrisburg, Pa., 
died Feb. 9, 1980in the Shea Convalescent 
Hospital, Upland, Ca. She is survived by 
two sisters, Ruth and Mrs. Sara Asper. She 
was preceded in death by a brother and 
three sisters. She was a member of the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church. The 
service was conducted by Rev. Robert 
Hempy and Rev. C. R. Heisey. 
April 25, 1980 
Kenbrook Dedicates New 
Retreat Center 
T h e new At lan t i c Confe r ence Retrea t 
C e n t e r at K e n b r o o k Bible C a m p will 
be ded i ca t ed o n S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n . 
M a y 4, a t 3:00 P . M . T h e d e d i c a t o r y 
a d d r e s s will be given by J o h n A. Byers, 
b i s h o p of t he A t l a n t i c C o n f e r e n c e . 
T h e R e t r e a t C e n t e r , begun in M a y 
of 1979 was c o m p l e t e d a n d r eady f o r 
o c c u p a n c y ear ly in F e b r u a r y of this 
year . S ince t h a t t ime , n ine g r o u p s 
i n v o l v i n g 320 p e o p l e h a v e m a d e use of 
t he faci l i ty. 
T h e cen te r c a n a c c o m o d a t e u p t o 
s e v e n t y - t w o o v e r n i g h t gues ts a n d u p 
t o 250 f o r mee t ings a n d meals . T h e 
lovely o u t d o o r se t t ing , o v e r l o o k i n g 
the newly f o r m e d lake, p rov ides a 
place f o r qu i e tne s s a n d re f lec t ion in 
t he b e a u t y of G o d ' s c r e a t i o n . 
This facil i ty will s igni f icant ly e x p a n d 
the A t l a n t i c C o n f e r e n c e c a m p i n g m i n -
istry t o a d u l t s as well as y o u t h . In th i s 
c u r r e n t yea r t he c a m p will s p o n s o r a 
S e n i o r A d u l t s Re t r ea t ( M a y 19-24), a 
Y o u t h Leader ' s Re t rea t ( Ju ly 25-27), 
a n d a Y o u n g A d u l t s R e t r e a t ( O c t o b e r 
3 1 - N o v e m b e r 2). O t h e r p r o j e c t i o n s f o r 
1981 i nc lude a f a m i l y c a m p a n d a p re -
college s e m i n a r fo r high school seniors . 
Besides p r o g r a m s p l a n n e d by Ken -
b r o o k , t he R e t r e a t C e n t e r will serve 
c h u r c h e s of t he b r o t h e r h o o d a n d the 
c o m m u n i t y by p r o v i d i n g a serviced 
faci l i ty where they can c o n d u c t the i r 
own p r o g r a m s . A l r eady over 40 g r o u p s 
have m a d e r e se rva t ions t o use t he cen-
ter in 1980. 
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
Reviewer is Unimpressed 
With Seers' Performance 
Judging by the non-results, a lot of 
America's " top psychics," including seer 
Jeane Dixon, had better check on their 
psychic vibrations, or the glow from their 
crystal balls, or whatever. The scores on 
their published predictions for 1979 turned 
out to be less than impressive. 
Jeane Dixon, for example, the lady who 
announced in 1977 that the late Pope Paul 
VI would be around for four more years, 
predicted that in 1979 Pope John Paul II 
"will ease church rules," and that "many 
Catholics will find John Paul unor thodox 
in his thinking." Psychic-astrologer Fred-
erick Davies went Ms. Dixon one better: 
"Pope John Paul II (in 1979) will stagger 
the religious world by announcing his 
plans for the ordination of women priests." 
A sampling of other predictions for 1979 
that failed to materialize: "Muhammad Ali 
will win a seat in Congress"; "President 
Carter will be injured in a hang-gliding 
accident between April 8 and 10"; and one 
prediction was half right, "Ted Kennedy 
will make a bid for the presidency, with 
John Connally as his running mate." 
Neither Jeane Dixon nor any of the "10 
leading psychics" had a word to say about 
Iran, let alone predicting the upheaval 
there and the taking of American hostages. 
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Culminating several years of planning, a Brethren in 
Christ survey party visited South America in February for 
study of a possible church-planting ministry there. Over-
seas Secretary Roy Sider, Board for Missions members 
Gordon Gilmore, missionary Charles Musser and Execu-
tive Secretary J. Wilmer Heisey assembled in Miami on 
February 18 for the night flight to Caracas, Venezuela. For 
twelve days these four explored Venezuela and Colombia 
while the hundreds of concerned persons back home 
prayed. 
The words of Jesus to his disciples in John 4:35 were 
confirmed again, "Don' t say, four months more and then 
the harvest—open your eyes and look—they are ripe for 





by J. Wilmer Heisey 
• E D I T O R ' S NOTE: In a later issue, Roy Sider wil give 
further report on the survey trip, including a specific report 
on the visit to Colombia. 
range what pioneer H. Frances Davidson had discovered 
in her study of the spiritual needs of South America nearly 
a century ago—that South America is a place where the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is needed by millions. 
The story of Brethren in Christ involvement in the 
Spanish-speaking world is revealing. When Frances David-
son with burning heaj t accepted the Foreign Mission 
Board's decision to begin a Brethren in Christ ministry in 
Africa instead of South America in 1897, it was with a clear 
sense of the Holy Spirit's guidance. When the Roy Sider 
party finally set foot on Venezuelan soil in 1980, it moved 
with just as clear a sense of the Holy Spirit's guidance as 
was the experience of those "First Five" Africa-bound 
missionaries on their memorable journey on the Pembroke 
Castle to Capetown. In the intervening years much had 
happened: 
. . . many Brethren in Christ accepted Jesus' commission 
to go to the uttermost part with his good news and gave 
their lives to missions; 
. . . After World War II more and more people had per-
sonal contact with Spanish-speaking people in North 
America; 
. . . evangelistic missions to Cuba began in the early 1950's; 
. . . resident missionaries planted a church in Cuba that, 
after 25 years, confirms Jesus' words about the perma-
nence of his church; 
. . . careful research in the 1960's led the Brethren in Christ 
to Nicaragua where a missionary effort is yielding a good 
harvest as a virile church emerges. 
In recent years a few BIC's have served South America 
with the MCC and a limited number of persons have had 
business and travel experiences in South America. 
When we huddled in a hotel room in Caracas, Venezu-
ela, on February 19, we felt poorly prepared for our 
assignment. At the same time there were clear evidences of 
the Holy Spirit's guidance. Through counsel with Don 
Jacobs of the Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions and 
Charities, it was arranged that Rev. and Mrs. Jose Santi-
ago would serve as our hosts in Caracas. It was through 
this gracious missionary family that we began to see the 
city and the multitude of people in one of the world's most 
unusual cities, Caracas, approaching 4,000,000 popula-
tion, nestled in a mountain valley just a short distance f rom 
the Caribbean Sea. 
Venezuela is connected by fasc inat ing history to 
Columbus' first visit to mainland South America on his 
third trip to the New World in 1498. The most famous son 
of Caracas was Simon Bolivar, the George Washington of 
South America, who got his ideas of freedom from the 
American and French Revolutions. Spanish history in the 
New World is etched on the fabric of Venezuelan life. But, 
whereas gold fashioned the course of history in Columbia, 
Ecuador, and Peru, it has been oil and iron that have 
transformed Venezuela into a modern nation with all the 
things that money can buy. Caracas and the other major 
cities of this favored land stand as monuments to the 
ingenuity of technological science. Most of the develop-
ment is in high rise construction so that the skylines of 
Venezuelan cities are breathtaking by day and night. For 
Christians oriented to following Christ on dusty trails and 
suburban streets, the traffic arteries of Caracas are at first a 
confusing labyrinth. 




Brethren in Christ 
Nicaragua 
LEADERSHIP 
for a GROWING CHURCH 
i f i T " - ; ' . 
the Jaras 
*** ' - - - : " 
the Perezs 
These four couples were 
chosen in January 1980 to 
serve as the officers of the 
church. 
Miguel Jara - President 
Eduardo Logo - Vice President 
Rocendo Perez - Secretary 
Antonio Moreno - Treasurer 
the Logos 
the Morenos 
They SERVE while they LEARN 
1980 Second Quarter 
MISSIONS - OVERSEAS 
India 
Rev. Surendra N. Roy, Church Chairman 
Jiwan Jyoti, Post Box 8 
Saharsa P.O., North Bihar, India 
William and Mary Hoke 
M-96 Greater Kailash I 
New Delhi 110048, India (TWR) 
Joseph and Marietta Smith 
12/A Underhill Lane, 
Delhi 110054, India 
Japan 
John and Lucille Graybill 
(Country Representative) 
309 15, 4 Chome, Hana Koganei, 
Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan 187 
Miriam Bowers 
30915, 4 Chome, Hana Koganei, 
Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan 187 
Marlin and Ruth Zook 
2050-19 Nakao, Urawa Shi, 
Saitama Ken, Japan 336 
Nicaragua 
Rev. Enrique Palacios, Executive Minister 
Apartado 4663 
Managua, Nicaragua, C. A. 




Elsie C. Bechtel 
Apartado A257 
Managua, Nicaragua, C. A. 
Rhodesia 
Bishop Stephen N. Ndlovu 
P.O. Box 711 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Zambia 
Bishop William T. Silungwe 
P. O. Box 115 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Ira and Miriam Stern 
(Country Representative) 
P. O. Box 2733 
Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 
Mary Olive Lady 
P. O. Box 115 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Rachel Melhorn 
Choma Secondary School 
P. O. Box 92 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
c/o David Livingstone Teacher Training College 
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, 
Zambia, A frica 
Phyllis Engle 
Lois Jean Sider 
Abram Bert 
P. O. Box 83 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Dallas and Diane Wolgemuth 
P. O. Box 83 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
c/o Macha Mission Hospital 
P. O. Box 340 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert 
Mary Biser (after May 15) 
Mary Bricker 







c/o Macha Secondary School 
P. O. Box 316 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Robert and Gail Brubaker 
Edith Miller (after May 1) 
Emory and Jeanne Martin 
Nahumba Mission 
P. O. Box 173 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
c/o Sikalongo Bible Institute 
P. O. Box 131 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Dale and Juanita Bathurst 
David and Janet Kipe 
Fannie Loriagnecker 
4ary E. Heisey 
Sikalongo Mission Hospital ^ 
P. O. Box 131 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
On Furlough 
Mary Biser (Until May 15) 
c/o R. Bruce Bainbridge 
R. D 1 
Mt. Wolf, PA 17347 
Edith Miller (Until May 1) 
301 Mill Road 




Allen and Leoda Buckwalter 
F 469 Greater Kailash I 
New Delhi 110048, India 
Roy and Esther Mann 
32 Dorchester House, Jameson St. 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing 
Private Bag RW13X 
Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 
North America 
Kenneth and Jill Crider 
3106 Mountainview Dr. 
Farmington, NM 87401 
Philip Frey 
Star Route 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413 
Sandra Neyer 
Star Route 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413 
theDIRE 
Addresses of BRETHREN 
MISSIONS - NORTH AMERICA 
Richard and Deborah Sisco 
118 New Alexander St. 
WilkesBarre, PA 18702 
Carroll and Esther Stottlemyer 
1202 Douglas Ave. 
Des Moines, Iowa 50313 
Canada 
c/o Montreal Lake Children's Home 
Timber Bay, Saskatchewan SOJ 2T0 
Raymond and Sandra Sider 
Dale and Judy Albrecht 
Kevan Albrecht 
Jonathan and Marie Alleman 
Carla Dahlstrom 





Robert and Debbie Nigh 
Trudy Quiring 
Howard and Jennie Rensberry 
Deborah Welch 
United States 
c/o Fellowship Chapel 
246 E. Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10457 
Ray and Miriam Heisey 
Janet Hykes Dick 
Daniel and Sharon Farina 
Barry Musser 
Kenneth Roberts 
c/o Spring Lake Retreat 
R.R.I, Box 361 
Wurtsboro, NY 12790 
Roy and Alva Newcomer 
Joseph Hyatt 
c/o Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission 
Star Route 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413 




Warren and Connie Hoffman 
Anne Marie Hoover 
Edith Merkey 
Eldon and Nancy Rosentrater 
Donald and Marion Sider 
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner 
Stephen and Debby Tyson 
Duane and Karen Weaver 
Marilyn Wingert 
Annabelle Yazzie 
John Peter Yazzie 
c/o Brethren in Christ Ministries 
Box 150 
Pharr, Texas 78577 
LeRoy and Judy Eberly 
Donald and Margaret Frymire 
Kenneth and Geniece Frymire 
Joyce Poe 
c/o Life Line Chapel 
422 Guerrero St. 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
Paul and Evelyn Hill 
Beverly Bauman 
CTORY 
IN CHRIST Personnel 





Dennis and Carolyn Lehman 
Brengle Waldron 
c/o Life Line Mission 
917 Folsom St. 
San Francisco, CA 94107 





Kenneth and Anna Hoover (Special) 
Messiah College 
Grantham, PA 17027 
Rebecca Gordon (Missions Office) 
Box 149 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
Keith and Charlene Barr (MCC) 
512 Lime St. 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Marilyn Hallman (MCC) 
Box 132, Station F 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2L 1A5 
Sally Harmon (MCC) 
21 S. 12th St. 
Akron, PA 17501 
Evan and Linda Heise (MCC) 
298 Topsail Rd. 
St. Johns, Newfoundland, A1E 2B5 
Mark and Darlene Keller (MCC) 
Mennonite Central Committee 
P. O. Box 329 
Mbabane, Swaziland 
Jay and Lucille Kopp (MCC) 
Mennonite Central Committee 
P. O. Box 329 
Mbabane, Swaziland 
Curtis and Violet Nissly (MCC) 
Box CH-99 
Lusaka, Zambia 
Richard and Martha Sider 
Comite Central Menonita 
Apartado 1779 
Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Karen Strickley (MCC) 
Ev. Johannesstift Haus Heidiborn 
Schoenwalder Allee 





Brethren in Christ Offices 
P. O. Box 1136 
Upland, CA 91786 
Kimberly Bert 
Mile High Pines Camp 
Angelus Oaks, CA 92305 
Mark and Grace Rutt 
c/o Kenbrook Bible Camp 
501 Pine Meadow Rd. 
Lebanon, PA 17042 
Leroy and Inez Helmuth 
Upland Manor 
1125 W. Arrow Hwy. 
Upland, CA 91786 
Deborah Holsinger 
Upland Manor 
1125 W. Arrow Hwy. 
Upland, CA 91786 




David and Florence Carlson 
(Trans World Radio) 
P. O. Box 141 
Monte Carlo, Monaco 
Dana and Judy Crider (Woodstock School) 
Mussoorie U. P 248179, India 
Charles and Barbara Dederick 
(American Rescue Workers Mission) 
950 Sheridan St. 
Williamsport, PA 17701 
Premnath S. Dick (East Harlam Interfaith) 
2050 Second Ave. 
New York, NY 10029 
Ethel Doner (Unevangelized Fields Mission) 
Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies 
Anna R. Engle (Sponsored by the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission) 
10 Deuenish Court, Devenish St. 
Pretoria 0002, South Africa 
Leslie Engle (Mennonite Board of Missions) 
OutSpokin 
Box 370 
Elkhart, IN 46515 
Bob and Carol Geiger (Redland Valley Church) 
CASA AGAPE, San Martin 
Metz, Colombia, South America 
Joe and Elaine Haines 
(Mennonite Board of Missions) 
Edinburgh Mission Medical Hospital 
P. O. Box 11 
Nazareth, Israel 
Howard and Margaret Hall 
(Operation Mobilization) 
c/o Send The Light 
9 London Rd. 
Bromley, Kent, England 
James and Ronda Helems 
(c/o Academia Los Pinares) 
Apartado 143-C, Tegucigalpa 
Honduras, D C., C. A. 
Beverly Johnson (Bible Club Movement Inc.) 
408 E. Uth St. 
Ocean City, NJ 08226 
Emerson and Ruth Lesher 
(Mennonite Board of Missions) 
135 N. Oakland Ave. 
Box 478 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
Gulabi McCarty (Youth for Christ) 
I Wheeler Rd. 
Bangalore 560005, India 
Lois Raser (World Vision) 
Apdo. 190 
Jerez, Zacatecas, Mexico 
Donald and Mildred Ressler 
(Central Alaskan Missions, Inc.) 
Glennallen, Alaska 99588 
W. Edward and Martha Rickman 
(World Gospel Mission) 
1609 Chapel Pike 
Marion, IN 46952 
Allen and Anne Wideman 
(Wycliffe Bible Translators) 
Jungle Aviation and Radio Service 
Box 248 
Waxhaw, North Carolina 28173 
Rhoda Winger (Campus Crusade for Christ) 
A. C. P. O. Box 51 
Quezon City, Philippines 3001 
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth 
(Wycliffe Bible Translators) 
7500 IV. Camp Wisdom 
Dallas, TX 75236 
MISSION CHURCHES 
Canada 
Eva Smith (Paddockwood) 
Paddockwood, Saskatchewan SOJ 1Z0 
Dan and Lynda Steadman (Kirkland Lake) 
11 Hillcrest Dr. 
Kirkland Lake, Ontario P2N 3M6 
United States 
Richard and Joanna Lehman (Blandburg) 
P. O. Box 55 
Blandburg, PA 16619 
Grafton and Grace Forbes (Pilgrim Chapel) 
225 Sterling St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11225 
Gene and Joy Craighead (Adney Gap) 
Rt. 1, Box 48 
Callaway, VA 24067 
Harold Paulus (Beulah Chapel) 
Box 393 A, Sano Rt. 
Columbia, KY 42728 
Terry and Debra Brensinger (Bloomington) 
Columbia, KY 42728 
Edgar and Anna Giles (Millerfields) 
Rt. 3 
Columbia, KY 42728 
John and Ruth Pawelski (Dayton) 
835 Herman Ave. 
Dayton, OH 45404 
Glenn and Ilona Hensel (De Rossett) 
Rt. 9, Box 218 
Sparta, TN 38583 
Levi and Beulah Troyer (Maple Grove) 
Box 354 
Mio, Ml 48647 
Ross and Betty Morningstar (Hunlock Creek) 
Rt. 3 
Berwick, PA 18603 
Gaylerd and Marlene Miller (Knifley Ch) 
Rt. 1 
Knifley, KY 42753 
William and Ada Fetrow (Llewellyn) 
Box 117 
Llewellyn, PA 17944 
Lyle and Annie Roach (Lynchburg) 
Rt. 5, Box 181 
Lynchburg, VA 24501 
Glenn and Joyce Ginder (Labish) 
4188 Ward Dr. 
Salem, OR 97303 
Allon and Jeanette Dourte (Bethel Sprgs) 
Rt. 6, Box 352 
Manheim, PA 17545 
EXTENSION CHURCHES 
Canada 
Dale and Pauline Allison (Calgary) 
168 Canlrell Dr. SW 
Calgary, Alberta T2W 2M6 
Philip and Judith Keefer (Westheights) 
30 Somerfield Place 
Kitchener, Ontario N2N 1S3 
Gerald and Jane Tyrell (Meadowvale) 
6053 Featherhead Cr. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 2B5 
Herb and Ruth Anderson (Prince Albert) 
355 Mc Arthur Dr. 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan S6V 6J8 
United States 
Earl and Lois Hess (Campbellsville) 
Rt. 2, Box 23 
Campbellsville, KY 42718 
Paul and Esther Hess (Western Hills) 
2961 Aquadale Lane 
Cincinnati, OH 45211 
Levi and Sandra Brubaker (Clearwater) 
1918 Hastings Dr. 
Clearwater, FL 33515 
Verle and Maralee Brubaker (Oak Park) 
3840 IV. 14th St. 
Des Moines, Iowa 50313 
Orvin and Colleene White (Highland Park) 
32 Dalton Dr. 
Dublin, VA 24084 
Atlee and Janet Hershberger (Amherst) 
852 Amherst, N.E. 
Massillon, OH 44646 
Ric and Leigh Ann Feeney (Moreno) 
13831 Redlands Blvd. 
Moreno, CA 92360 
Larry and Reta Steffee (Holden Park) 
741 Holden Ave. 
Orlando, FL 32809 
David and Loa Buckwalter (Phoneton) 
4285 U. S. RT. 40 
Tipp City, OH 45317 
John and Dorothy Fries (Portland) 
9764 S. W. Appaloosa PI. 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
Irving and Peggy Parker (Pomeroy Chapel) 
Rt. 3, Box 262 
Smithville, TN 37166 
Clarence and Mary Ann Brubaker (Van Leer) 
2713 Buford Dr. 
Williamsport, MD 21795 
Kevin and Candy Longenecker (Open Bible 
Comm.) 
12880Heacock 
Sunnymead, CA 92388 
Jack and Jeanine Finley (Waukena) 
P. O. Box 82 
Waukena, CA 93282 
Charles and Elaine Norman (Wichita) 
336 Turquoise Lane 
Wichita, KS 67209 
John and Velorus Shearer (URBAN Min) 
56 Edison St. 
Wilkes Barre, PA 18702 
I t h a n k m y G o d e v e r y t i m e I r e m e m b e r y o u . In all m y p r a y e r s f o r . . y o u , I 
a l w a y s p r a y w i t h j o y b e c a u s e of y o u r p a r t n e r s h i p in t h e g o s p e l f r o m t h e f i rs t d a y 
un t i l n o w , b e i n g c o n f i d e n t of t h i s , t h a t h e w h o b e g a n a g o o d w o r k in y o u will 
c a r r y it o n t o c o m p l e t i o n unt i l t h e d a y of C h r i s t J e s u s . Philippians 1:3-6 (N1V) 
J o s e R o d r i g u e z a n d W i l m e r H e i s e y e n j o y e a c h o t h e r in C u a t r o C a m i n o s , C u b a . 
( F e b . 1980) 
B R E T H R E N IN C H R I S T M I S S I O N S 
P . O . B o x 149 
E l i z a b e t h t o w n , P A 17022 
(717) 3 6 7 - 7 0 4 5 
2 5 1 9 S t e v e n s v i l l e R o a d 
S t e v e n s v i l l e , O N T LOS ISO 
(416) 3 8 2 - 3 1 4 4 
But the Jose Santiago family helped our party to meet 
people. We began by personal experience to see people 
hungry for a life that money and physical comforts cannot 
buy. Along with material possessions have come a marked 
secularization of society much like that in the United 
States and Canada. But the warm Latin American people 
are hungry for something better than that. Whether they 
are moving up the economic and social ladders or are 
caught in the poverty and deprivation of the crowded 
ranchos on the ridges around the city, Venezuelans are 
open to a message of life and hope in Jesus Christ. 
We had the opportunity to witness the Spirit at work in a 
newly forming congregation that began only last November. 
Amid reports of people responding to the Lord Jesus 
Christ almost every week, we had the joy of fellowshiping 
with Christians who are spontaneous in their witness and 
simple in their faith. A fellowship meeting in the home of a 
cultured woman with a group of wide cultural and eco-
nomic differences was a learning experience for each of our 
party. For missionary Chuck Musser, it was an opportun-
ity to compare and contrast evangelism and nurture with 
the way it is happening in Nicaragua. For Gordon Gilmore 
it was a time of absorbing as much as possible of the 
experience to share with Susan and the children when he 
got back home to Canada. For Roy Sider it was an oppor-
tunity to share for 30 minutes in personal witness with a 
Canadian who, as the gathered believers expressed it, "is 
not yet a sister." For me, it was a time to echo the message, 
"What hath God wrought?" 
Our contacts included a broad spectrum of missionary 
and church leaders with experience and contacts across the 
country and its major population centers. Without excep-
tion, their counsel was that (1) the needs for evangelization 
in the country are great, (2) the present efforts on the part 
of Christian churches and organizations are barely scratch-
ing the surface, (3) the responsiveness of the people con-
firms Jesus' call to a ripened harvest, (4) there were gener-
ous offers to help the Brethren in Christ make applications 
for entry into the country. 
The party rerited a car to survey other population cen-
ters to the west of Caracas. Industry and agriculture are 
drawing many people into growing cities that until recent 
years were small towns. In one town, Turmero, we visited 
several large high rise developments that will shortly be the 
home for hundreds of new families. In another more rural 
setting a modest home development of individual housing 
units was visited. Driver Gordon Gilmore experienced his 
first problem-solving situation in Venezuela when he drove 
into a water hole, getting stuck on the manhole cover of an 
uncompleted street. With help and advice (see picture) he 
solved his problem with good humor, the hallmark of an 
effective pioneer missionary. 
The exposure to the spiritual needs in Venezuela was 
overwhelming. The survey party set aside several hours on 
the final evening in Venezuela to share their response for 
the Board for Missions and, ultimately, the brotherhood. 
We found ourselves in unanimity that the needs in Venezu-
ela can be addressed with the resources (in persons and 
money) entrusted to the Brethren in Christ. The report, it 
was agreed, should become the basis for the Board for 
Missions' action on a new church-planting mission in 
Venezuela. The General Conference at McMaster Univer-
sity in July will act on those recommendations. 
Left to right: Roy Sider, Secretary of Overseas Ministries; 
Wilmer Heisey, Executive Secretary of Brethren in Christ Mis-
sions; Chuck Musser, missionary-country representative to Nica-
ragua; Gordon Gilmore, under appointment as leader of new 
Brethren in Christ missions in Latin America. 
Gordon Gilmore, solving his first crisis in Latin America, in a 
mud hole southwest of the thriving city of Valencia (160 kilome-
ters west of Caracas). 
Mennonite missionary Jose Santiago at home with son, Paul, 
and his wife, Agdelia. Their three daughters are away f rom home 
in high schools and college. Natives of Puerto Rico, the Santiagos 
pastored in Lancaster, PA, for about 10 years before being 
assigned as pioneer missionaries to Venezuela. The first floor of 
their home serves as a place of worship. 
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"It's sort of like picking up where 
we left off—almost as if you haven't 
been gone," was a loose transla-
tion of Barnabas' comment one 
day near the end of our month in 
Bihar last September. I thought so 
too, even though "picking up where 
we left off" meant seven years. 
Although Ethel and I find fulfillment 
in the pastorate at Houghton, re-
turning to India was a most reward-
ing experience. 
My purpose in writing: to report 
on the month in Bihar, to convey to 
the North American church a mes-
sage that we received very clearly— 
the church in India is vigorous and 
growing, and to express apprecia-
tion for the privilege of represent-
ing the North American church. My 
diary ramblings: 
Royal Nepal Airlines Flight 206 
called for boarding, flying us f rom 
Delhi to K a t h m a n d u . Boarding had 
started with a conversat ion, typically 
eastern in its a t t empt to be accommo-
dat ing. Sider, "Are seats 13Eand 13F 
in the non-smoking section?" Reply, 
" D o you wish a non-smoking section?" 
Sider, "Yes, please." Reply, "That is 
the non-smoking section." Actually 
there were no separate sections, but at 
least an a t tempt had been made to 
please the passengers. 
Arriving in Ka thmandu , we found 
tha t Flight 206 which was to take us to 
the Bihar border didn' t fly on Fridays 
(1 must remember to inform Menno 
Travel who thinks it does) and that due 
to the s torms yesterday and the re-
sultant cancellations of two previous 
flights, extra passengers were on the 
growing stand-by list. Prayer and per-
sistence combined to get us on the pas-
senger list (numbers 19 and 20 in a 
20-seater). Oh yes, there was one more— 
a fellow who bluffed, argued, and 
insisted his way into the small plane 
and once on, refused to get off. And so, 
on to Biratnagar and f rom there by 
cycle rickshaw to the border crossing 
at Jogbani , India. 
That border crossing must have been 
as memorab le for the officials as it was 
for us. Neither the jun ior official nor 
his superior seemed sure of procedure. 
We worked th rough that . S t amp pads 
and stamps can be rather difficult, 
especially if both are worn out. Even 
with breathing on the stamp and pound-
ing the pad the imprint in our pass-
ports is barely discernible. I 'm sure the 
officials on both sides of that border a 
world away f rom here felt cheated a bit 
because they couldn' t do their work as 
leisurely as they are wont to do, nor 
could they ask the myriad of unrelated 
questions, nor could they read through 
the passports with the usual intense 
curiosity. 
The reason for all the haste was that 
while we were still in Customs, the 
train was due to leave for Purnea. The 
border officer assured us that he would 
have someone hold the train. We jumped 
on as the conductor stood on the sta-
tion p la t form waving his large green 
flag and the train puffed, snorted, and 
steamed off. 
Two hours f r o m the border brought 
us to Purnea Junct ion and another 
hour by rickshaw brought us to our 
old home. Someone on the road rec-
ognized us even after dark and offered 
to help us if we needed help. What we 
needed most was the key for the house, 
and our helper ran back the road to 
Patros ' home to get the key while we 
climbed over the back gate and waited 
at the house until the runner returned. 
With the young man came several oth-
ers who got us into the house, carried 
water, and found the lamps. 
It was 11:00 p.m. before Thomas 
and Patros (two who had heard of our 
arrival) left, but it was good to visit 
with both. One an active lay person in 
government service and the other an 
ordained minister—both sincere Chris-
t ians and brothers in the Lord. One an 
o rphan boy f rom Barjora who has 
done well and the other a Santal . Both 
would have been passed by except for 
the gospel! 
It was a long day! This soft foreigner 
was thankfu l for the ceiling fan that 
cooled him to sleep. Hydro had come 
on again. 
The night was as short as the day 
was long. Awake at 1:00 a.m. Last 
evening Patros had sent to the bazaar 
for bananas, bread, and tea so that had 
been our supper and the leftovers were 
our breakfast . Ethel packed, I dis-
cussed our schedule with Patros, 
1 
and Daniel went to call two rickshaws 
to get us to the Purnea Cour t station 
for Saharsa via Banmankhi . 
Our engine belching out black smoke 
and cinders and groaning with its peo-
ple load (at the windows, on the roof) 
moved us across the countryside. Oth-
ers in the coach at first talked a m o n g 
themselves about us and then one, 
braver than the rest, spoke to us and 
when they found we could communi -
cate with them in Hindi, the conversa-
tion continued non-stop to Saharsa. 
We discussed the differences in our 
countries (a c o m m o n topic for a start-
er). I asked why his country was still a 
developing country, to which he re-
sponded by citing: climate, an agricul-
tural nation, a t t i tude of fatal ism— 
everything being in the hands of God, 
popula t ion , etc. Then he paused and 
af ter checking with the others as to 
whether or not he should give the next 
point and with an apology, hoping 
that I would unders tand and not be 
offended, he suggested that the coun-
tries of the West had become rich at 
the expense of the East. I agreed. 
Our companions registered surprise 
when I said that I owned no land and 
that I had never smoked or drunk. 
"We thought all foreigners did." This 
kind of repartee, plus our ability to 
speak Hindi, seemed to create a very 
good a tmosphere . The B.A. college 
student in the group, interested in my 
pen and pencil, also wanted us to come 
to his village for his people had never 
seen the likes of us before. "In fact ," 
said he, " that 's why we got in this 
coach—we saw you." 
And so to Saharsa and the excellent 
hospitality of Surendra and Mary Rai. 
Mary and Surendra 's sister, Budhi, 
prepared delicious Indian foods. The 
day ended about 10:15 which may not 
seem so late except that it had started 
at 1:00 a.m. with a water buffalo graz-
ing outside our bedroom window, back 
in Purnea. Under the mosqui to net we 
fanned ourselves to sleep with the 
small hand fans. 
If we had not had those earlier years 
in India, these days might be rather 
difficult. As it is, I come dangerously 
close to enjoying them and wishing the 
month could be longer. 
—John R. Sider 
(Continued next month) 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
T h e r e were m a n y faces , new and 
old , which a p p e a r e d on the beau t i fu l 
c a m p g r o u n d s . T h e L o d g i n g C o m m i t -
tee m a d e p r o v i s i o n s f o r 214 persons . 
Twen ty - f ive c a m p e r s a n d t ra i lers were 
p a r k e d on the g r o u n d s . Peop le f r o m 
23 s ta tes of t h e Uni ted Sta tes , t w o p r o -
vinces of C a n a d a , a n d Eng land c a m e 
t o exper ience the 18th a n n u a l c a m p 
meet ing . 
T h e pu lp i t minis t r ies of Rev. J . Neal 
A n d e r s o n a n d Bro. Bedsaul Agee were 
add re s sed t o t h e feel ings e n o u g h t o 
secure a t t e n t i o n , b u t m o v e d on to dea l 
wi th t h e consc i ence as well. Th i r t een 
o t h e r s min i s t e red the W o r d t h r o u g h -
ou t the twe lve-day c a m p meeting. Pau l 
a n d N a n c y G r a y f r o m Pales t ine , Illi-
no is , served as mus ic ians . The i r mus ic 
was g rea t ly a p p r e c i a t e d . We pra ise 
G o d f o r the scores w h o b o w e d at the 
a l t a r f o r s a lva t ion , sanc t i f i ca t ion , as-
Camp Freedom —1980 
Simon A. Lehman, Jr., Director 
surance , and heal ing. 
Miss ion ' s D a y was a great highl ight 
of t he c a m p . Victor Glenn , f o u n d e r 
a n d speake r fo r Evangel is t ic Fa i th 
Miss ions ; J o h n M c C a r d y , minis ter at 
l a rge f o r O M S In t e rna t i ona l ; a n d Roy 
V. Sider, Di rec tor of Brethren in Chris t 
Overseas Miss ions , were the servants 
of G o d used to prick ou r consciences, 
stir ou r emo t ions , i n f o r m our minds 
a n d qu icken our responses . Da le Ulery 
r e p o r t e d on his recent visit with the 
c h u r c h in C u b a . A record o f f e r ing f o r 
miss ions was raised, $3,130.31. We 
pra ise the Lord ! 
P l ans c o n t i n u e fo r i m p r o v e m e n t s of 
the c a m p facili t ies and services. D u r -
ing 1980, we h o p e t o have a new 
d o u b l e - c a r ga rage a d d e d to the Hock 
M e m o r i a l H o m e . This will serve f o r 
s to rage , too ls a n d e q u i p m e n t . A new 
i n f o r m a t i o n cen te r is also p l anned f o r 
the 1981 c a m p . 
Rev. and Mrs. Da le Ulery have 
served as ca re takers , supe r in t enden t of 
g rounds , and C h a p l a i n fo r the past 
th ree years . A c i ta t ion and gift were 
presented to t hem as an express ion of 
deep a p p r e c i a t i o n fo r the i r f a i th fu l 
and devoted service. O u r new ca re t ak -
ers were off icial ly presented to the 
c a m p c r o w d on the last S u n d a y of the 
c a m p meeting. 
Plan now to a t t end the 1981 C a m p 
Meet ing, J a n u a r y 21st t o F e b r u a r y 
1st. Rev. H. E. S c h m u l and S. A. Leh-
m a n are the schedu led evangel is ts . 
Larry and L a D o n n a T h o m a s will serve 
as music ians . 
All c o m m u n i c a t i o n s should be m a d e 
wi th ou r new ca re t ake r s , Mr . and Mrs. 
Lewis Mixell, 6980 54th Avenue, Nor th , 
St. Pe te rsburg , F lo r ida 33709. 
S i m o n A. L e h m a n . Direc tor 
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
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Greatest Missionary Response 
Ever at Urbana '79 
If the 1970's are finally characterized as 
the "me" decade, students responding to 
missions on the eve of 1980 defied the ego-
centric label. URBANA 79 registered the 
largest number of commitments to over-
seas service and the largest offerings col-
lected for relief and evangelistic work in 
the twelve conventions held since 1946. 
Billy Graham, speaking to a packed 
assembly hall on December 30, in Urbana, 
111., admonished the 16,500 student dele-
gates to "be courageous and stay in your 
seats" unless heartfelt willingness to follow 
Christ forced them up individually. But 
when the invitation to publicly show com-
mitment was offered, nearly the entire 
assembly hall quickly rose in« mass response 
unseen in previous conventions. 
What it means for the future of Christian 
mission will become evident as URBANA 
O N W A R D follow-up conferences, sched-
uled to begin in late January, direct re-
spondents along a 12-point career path 
f rom missionary decision to arrival over-
seas. The program was engineered to involve 
600 missionaries with students in a conti-
nuation of convention-type interaction. 
Another innovative step announced at 
URBANA 79 is the change f rom a triennial 
convention to an every-other-year sched-
ule. The thirteenth URBANA convention 
will be held on the University of Illinois at 
Urbana campus during the week following 
Christmas, 1981. 
The maturing of URBANA was evident 
in the return of plenary speakers whose 
contributions now seem to be the fabric of 
the convention: Elisabeth Elliot, John Stott, 
Billy Graham, Luis Palau, songleader Ber-
nie Smith, and sessions by black and his-
panic leaders who addressed the pecu-
liar needs of urban ghetto dwellers and The 
Third World poor. As in past conventions, 
world crises were mentioned as opportuni-
ties for new demonstrations of Christian 
compassion, but did not divert the conven-
tion's primary attention from the unchanged 
commission to evangelize and disciple the 
nations. 
Polish Agriculturists 
Begin Year of Exchange 
Twenty new participants in the Polish 
Agriculturist Visitor Exchange (PAVE) 
program sponsored by Mennonite Central 
Committee were introduced to life in the 
United States March 4 to 10 during their 
orientation at MCC headquarters. 
Orientation for the group, 16 men and 
four women, included a tour of the Sperry-
New Holland farm implement manufac-
turing plant, English lessons and a social 
evening with MCC staff. 
The agriculturist trainees will work for 
two six-month terms on farms and in other 
agricultural situations in the United States 
during their year here. For the first six 
months six will be in Kansas, five in Penn-
sylvania, two each in Michigan and North 
Dakota and one each in Idaho, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, New Jersey and Oklahoma. 
Religious Leaders Meet With 
Selective Service Officials 
Legal provisions for conscientious ob-
jectors will be maintained and equitably 
administered in any potential future draft, 
according to officials of the Selective Serv-
ice System. Dr. Bernard D. Rostker, direc-
tor of the Selective Service System (SSS) 
told members of the National Interreli-
gious Service Board for Conscientious 
Objectors (NISBCO) he is very concerned 
that local draft boards shall be fair and 
equitable in their composition and func-
tion in the event of a draft. 
Dr. Rostker and the deputy director of 
SSS, Dr. James G. Bond, met for 75 min-
utes with the NISBCO Board and Consul-
tative Council February 28 at the invita-
tion of NISBCO. Forty persons attended 
the meeting, including ten Mennonites 
representing Mennonite Central Commit-
tee, the Lancaster Conference, and the 
Eastern District Conference. This was the 
first meeting between NISBCO and Selec-
tive Service officials since Rostker assumed 
the position of director last November. 
In his opening remarks Rostker said 
President Carter's January 23 call for draft 
registration is intended to signal to the 
Soviets that their aggression in Afghanis-
tan will not be allowed to go further. Ques-
tioned about the current debate over re-
instituting draft registration, Rostker said, 
"It is my personal view that draft registra-
tion moves us farther away from the draft." 
Those present did not agree with that view. 
New Mutual Aid Pastor for 
Pennsylvania Churches 
Brethren in Christ churches in Pennsyl-
vania will be relating to a new field repre-
sentative from Mennonite Mutual Aid, 
Inc. of Goshen, IN. 
Paul Burkholder, pastor in the Franco-
nia Conference, plans to extend his minis-
lo page 14 
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Preparing Christian Education 
Programs For The Future 
At the recent meeting of the Board 
of Christ ian Educat ion, Warren Hoff-
man presented a challenging paper on 
the fu ture of Christ ian Educat ion. In 
it, he made some suggestions for local 
congregations. Some of his sugges-
tions are included here. 
1. B R O T H E R H O O D (Community) 
No matter what circumstances we face, 
interdependence and mutuali ty are al-
ways a cardinal mark of Christ ian liv-
ing. We are a body. We are never 
alone. We are the church! And so we 
strive for b ro therhood. 
2. C O N S E N S U S 
It has been fashionable and convenient 
in the recent decades to sidestep diffi-
cult issues by increasing the pluralities 
a m o n g us, ra ther than persisting in the 
more r igorous work of reaching con-
sensus. It is always in order for disci-
ples to debate the issues of the day, 
for thr ight ly and even passionately so 
tha t they can unite to say: "It has 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to 
us ." (Acts 15:28). This will be espe-
cially true, however, if societal difficul-
ties intensify, and the impact of wrong 
ideas gains more and more power over 
people's minds. Unless we prepare by 
building s t rong consensus now, the 
fabr ic of biblical teaching within the 
brotherhood will tear apart under pres-
sure. 
3. C O V E N A N T C O M M U N I T Y 
We have come a long way f rom our 
origins in meeting for worship. So far, 
in fact , that we can hardly conceive of 
church life apar t f r o m a building com-
plete with sanctuary, educational facil-
ity, kitchen, and fellowship area—as a 
modest minimum. Without our special-
ly-designed buildings, we would be at a 
loss to know how to proceed. If our 
economy falters, we will not have the 
f inancial resources to maintain these 
buildings, nor the capacity to make an 
easy t ransi t ion to congregational life 
wi thout them. Now is the t ime to wean 
ourselves away f r o m owning and oper-
at ing our own physical structures. We 
must de-edificize. 
12 
4. " D I S T R I C T " C O O P E R A T I O N 
The brotherhood has a long tradit ion 
of gathering f r o m the far reaches of the 
Nor th American continent for meet-
ings, a practice that nurtures and pro-
motes bro therhood. On the other side 
of the matter , however, is a sort of 
indulgence in travel in recent years. If 
present conditions persist, travel will 
cont inue to be a useful privilege— 
though, no doubt , increasingly expen-
sive. The spector of restricted travel 
must motivate us to move quickly and 
decisively to greatly increase "district" 
and "cluster" cooperat ion and fellow-
ship. 
5. M A T U R E , E S T A B L I S H E D DIS-
C I P L E S AS T E A C H E R S 
As a church we have joined other 
denominat ions in borrowing the model 
of secular education. Our Christian 
Educat ion is patterned directly after 
Public Educat ion, and our most effec-
tive teachers and workers and resource 
persons are using skills and concepts 
learned in secular educat ion. The diffi-
culty is that with this borrowed em-
phasis on curriculum, resources, and 
equipment, we have allowed our teach-
ers to be immature disciples, believing 
that by the expertise and quality of our 
curriculum, we can compensate for 
teachers without tested and proven 
character . The unfail ing thrust of our 
activities must be to prepare teachers, 
not in technique and j o b skills; but 
with character , biblical knowledge, 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, 
commit ted relationships, so that they 
are Spirit-filled, established disciples. 
We must shift our emphasis f rom qual-
ity curriculum and program to quality 
teachers! 
6. T H E S P I R I T IS P O U R E D OUT 
ON ALL 
The restructur ing of 1957 was a large 
step toward salaried leadership among 
pastors and bishops. Since then boards 
to page 14 
THE FAITH OF OUR CHILDREN 
Christian Education Seminar 
The Board of Christian Educat ion has developed a seminar entitled 
"The Faith of Our Chi ldren." The seminar includes keynote addresses 
based on Deuteronomy 6 and workshops on a variety of topics. Some of 
the workshops are: 
Creative Expression and Involvement for Children 
The Family as a Context for Nurture 
Planting and Cultivating for a Growing Sunday School 
Making Moral Decisions in an Amoral World 
Reaching Adults 
Effective Approaches to Adult Education 
The workshops are especially for parents, teachers, and Christian 
education workers. 
This seminar was presented in each major part of the Atlantic Con-
ference dur ing the week of February 23-March 1. An abbreviated form 
was conducted in Southern Ohio on February 17. The seminar will also 
be conducted in Nappanee, Indiana, on April 26 and in Goodrich, 
Michigan, on May 17. 
Resource persons include the directors of Christian Educat ion 
John Arthur Brubaker, John Yeatts. and Winifred Swalm. 
Evangelical Visitor 





Facing the future is a major issue for 
youth. It may not get talked about 
much. But questions, doubts, fears, 
and uncertainties over the days and 
years ahead are always just "below the 
surface" in the minds of youth. 
The 1980's are ahead of us with a lot 
of uncertainties. How high will the 
price of a gallon of gas rise? Will we be 
able to make enough money to avoid 
slow strangulation by inflation? Will 
the world be able to keep itself at peace 
during this decade. Will the draft be 
activated again? 
Youth groups across North Amer-
ica looked at some of these hard ques-
tions this Spring. "Beyond Tomorrow" 
was the theme for youth week 1980. 
Congrega t ions celebrated youth 
week in various ways—films, music, 
skits, special speakers, progressive din-
ners, games, rallies, recreation, and so 
forth. In a number of churches youth 
took responsibility for the regular serv-
ices. In Dallas Center, Iowa, the youth 
also presented a service at the county 
home and county jail. 
Youth Week materials are provided 
to congregations by the Board of Chris-
tian Education. These materials include 
lesson plans on the theme, ideas for 
activities, and publicity helps. 
"And surely i will be 
with you always, to 
the very end of the 
a n p " — IP«HC 
1 -.y 
BCE Meets in Ohio 
The Board of Christian Education met on February 
15-16 at the Fairview Brethren in Christ Church in Engle-
wood, Ohio. One of the major items considered was the 
future of Christian education in the Brethren in Christ 
Church. A task force led by David McBeth had done some 
preliminary work on the issue and led the Board through a 
process of considering future possibilities. A paper pre-
pared by Warren Hoffman (see excerpt on the preceding 
page) served as a basis for considering important issues 
that Christian education will need to face in the 1980's. 
Bishop Donald Shafer also served as a resource for deter-
mining the implications of "Renewal 2000" on the program 
of the BCE. 
Some of the issues considered were church facilities, 
limited energy, high inflation, limited transportation, 
population changes, congregational changes, new believ-
ers, social issues, communication forms, and so forth. The 
impact of each of these issues upon the BCE program was 
considered. 
Some other items of business are of general interest. The 
BCE directors will continue to be available for congrega-
tional contact for up to 40% of their time. A denomina-
tional youth convention was scheduled for December of 
1981. On Your Way, a membership education curricula for 
youth, was unveiled. 
Members of the BCE made contacts in each of the 
Southern Ohio churches on Sunday morning. A Christian 
education workshop was held in the afternoon. 
April 25, 1980 13 
Preparing Christian Education 
from page 12 
i n c r e a s e d t h e i r s a l a r i e d s t a f f s as wel l . 
Al l t h i s c o m e s a t a t i m e w h e n c h u r c h e s 
a r e in t h e m i d s t of a p r o f o u n d a n d 
f a r - r e a c h i n g r e d i s c o v e r y of t h e p o w e r 
a n d b i b l i c a l l y - o r d a i n e d p o t e n t i a l of all 
b e l i e v e r s — i n c o m m o n u s a g e , t h e " l a y -
m e n . " If c o n t r i b u t i o n s , w h i c h c o m e 
s l o w l y t o g e n e r a l b o a r d s in t h e b e s t of 
t i m e s , f a l l o f f , p r o f e s s i o n a l c h u r c h 
e m p l o y e e s will be v u l n e r a b l e . W e c a n 
n o l o n g e r b u i l d p r o g r a m s o n t h e a s -
s u m p t i o n of t h e c o n t i n u i n g a v a i l a b i l -
i ty of f u l l - t i m e e m p l o y e e s , a n d a l l o w 
o u r s e l v e s a c o n c o m i t a n t d i s r e g a r d of 
i m p a s s i o n e d b i b l i c a l t r a i n i n g a n d s p i r -
i t u a l p r e p a r a t i o n of a l l " l a y " be l i eve r s . 
N o w is t h e t i m e t o ins i s t o n t h e g e n u i n e 
s p i r i t u a l i t y of p e r s o n a l h o l i n e s s , p r e -
v a i l i n g p r a y e r , r e p e n t a n c e a n d f o r g i v e -
ness , b ib l i ca l c h a r i s m a , a n d c o m m i t -
ted i n t e r p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s in t h e 
b o n d of love . T h i s will s e rve us well in 
g o o d t i m e s o r b a d . 
7. M A D E T O L A S T 
W e live in a d i s p o s a b l e soc i e ty , a n d so 
m a n y of o u r c h u r c h m a t e r i a l s , e s p e -
c ia l ly c u r r i c u l a , s h a r e t h i s f a i l i ng . T h i s 
is n o p r o b l e m w h e n t h e p r e s s e s a r e 
r o l l i n g a n d t h e m o n e y is c o m i n g in; b u t 
if t h e p re s se s w e r e t o s t o p a n d c o n t r i -
b u t i o n s d r y u p , h o w l o n g c o u l d w e 
c o n t i n u e w i t h t h e m a t e r i a l s o n h a n d ? 
F o r t h e s a k e of g o o d s t e w a r d s h i p w e 
c a n resist p l a n n e d obso le scence in f a v o r -
a b l e c i r c u m s t a n c e s . W e m u s t p r e p a r e 
m a t e r i a l s w i t h l o n g e v i t y in m i n d , o r a t 
l eas t w i t h b i n d e r s f o r a d a p t a t i o n a n d 
r euse . 
8. E M P H A S I Z I N G T H E B A S I C S 
A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e w e a r e a c o m f o r t a -
b le c h u r c h w i t h t h e l u x u r y of d e v e l o p -
i n g a n d m a i n t a i n i n g p r o g r a m m a t i c 
f r i l l s . T h e s e a r e n o t s t r ic t ly n e c e s s a r y 
t o t h e s u s t e n a n c e of t h e c h u r c h ; b u t a r e 
g e n u i n e l y h e l p f u l a n d a p p r e c i a t e d " e x -
t r a s . " In d i f f i c u l t t i m e s , w i t h l im i t ed 
r e s o u r c e s a n d c i r c u m s c r i b e d s i t u a t i o n s , 
t h e a c t i v i t i e s of t h e c h u r c h t h a t a r e n o t 
s t r i c t l y n e c e s s a r y will fa l l a w a y . T h e 
c h u r c h will c o n t i n u e a n d t h r i v e ; b u t 
t h e o n l y b ib l i ca l e s s e n t i a l s a m o n g o u r 
v a r i o u s ac t iv i t i e s a n d p r o g r a m s will 
su rv ive . 
W e m a y n o t be a g r e e d in o u r d e s -
c r i p t i o n s of t h e f u t u r e , b u t t h e s p r e a d 
of o p i n i o n a m o n g us c l ea r ly p o i n t s t o 
p r e p a r e w i t h f l ex ib i l i t y a n d a d a p t a b i l -
i ty . By w e a v i n g t h e s e c r i t e r i a i n t o t h e 
w a r p a n d w o o f of all o u r t h i n k i n g a n d 
p l a n n i n g , we wil l , I be l i eve , be r e a d y 
f o r w h a t e v e r t h e f u t u r e h o l d s . 
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
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try by jo in ing the Lancaster field staff of 
M MA. 
As field representat ive, Paul will assist 
Larry Newswanger of Lancaster in resourc-
ing M M A members and congregat ional 
representatives and pastors whose churches 
par t ic ipa te in the mutua l aid p rograms of 
M M A. Paul will be working par t - t ime 
until July when he begins full-time duties. 
Paul is en thused a b o u t his new role. "I 
see it as ano the r way to minister to people," 
he commen ted . "I 've been an M M A partic-
ipant fo r at least 20 years and the longer 
I've been a pas tor , the more enthused I've 
become abou t M M A and its caring." 
Paul will be responsible fo r the Pennsyl-
vania Brethren in Chris t , Allegheny Con-
f e r e n c e a n d C o n s e r v a t i v e C o n f e r e n c e 
churches as well as abou t one-half of the 
Lancaster Confe rence churches. 
"Supplies Are Getting Through," 
Cambodian Relief Workers Say 
Things are looking up in C a m b o d i a , 
according to optimistic reports f rom Church 
World Service and World Vision Interna-
t iona l executives. Dr. S tan M o o n e y h a m o f 
WVI has received permission by the Heng 
Samrin government to renovate and expand 
a $600,000 100-bed hospital which recently 
has been used as a military barracks . Says 
M o o n e y h a m : "There are 25 hospitals open 
in all provinces of the count ry , with only 50 
C a m b o d i a n doctors , most of whom have 
not practiced medicine in five years." C W S ' 
act ing director Perry Smith declared: "In 
16 years of work in relief, I have never had 
such cooperation from a government as I 
had from the Kampuchean government." 
Both M o o n e y h a m and Smith declare that 
in spite of logistic handicaps , food and 
relief supplies are getting th rough to the 
people. 
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Despite Initial Opposition 
Graham Wins Over Oxford 
The spiritual results of Billy Graham's 
recent visit to Oxford University have been 
at tested to by C a n o n Michael Green, rec-
tor of St. Aldate's Anglican Church, Oxford. 
"I met a girl on the street smoking a cigar 
who told me three of her friends came to 
Christ at the Town Hall." While G r a h a m 
suffered physical injury when he fell in his 
shower, he suffered more opposi t ion f r o m 
University crowds than he has experienced 
in years. But observers say there was a 
b reak through when G r a h a m addressed the 
prestigious Oxford Union (Debating) Soci-
ety. Canon Green said the University audi-
ence was moved by Graham ' s obvious 
humility. 
Evaluating Worship 
Kenneth Ironside, pastor of the Or thodox 
Presbyterian Church in Hamil ton, Ma., 
has written "Is Your Worship Awful?" in 
his denomina t ion ' s new publicat ion (New 
Horizons, February) . He says that the cru-
cial issue is not how much we "got out o f ' 
the sermon, but ra ther "what God gets out 
of our services." 
Ironside sees this missing emphasis: "How 
of ten do we relish the oppor tun i ty to 
ga ther together to tell God how much we 
love him? . . . The heart of the problem is 
the quality of our relat ionship with Christ. 
If we cannot worship God daily out of the 
excitement of a growing walk with him, it 
is unlikely that we will worship him on 
Sunday just by changing our technique. 
Songs of praise do not come easily on Sun-
day when one hasn ' t sung to the Lord all 
week." 
From a People to Community 
On a cold windy July day in 1979 the 
Minister of Health in Botswana came to 
Pitseng to open the new borehole that 
would give the commun i ty water . Menno-
nite Central Committee worker Larry Fisher 
had cont r ibu ted to bringing in a water 
supply t h rough helping the people organ-
ize to meet their needs. 
Only the night before the opening the 
communi ty people finished plastering the 
inside of the large water t ank used to store 
a day's supply fo r the people, cattle, and 
goats in Pitseng. The p u m p ran all night to 
fill the tank for the ceremony. The people 
came f r o m miles a round knowing they 
would be able to re turn with a bucket of 
clean water wi thout going an extra five 
miles to the next " lands" area. 
The opening of the borehole marked the 
end of a beginning. With water a people 
could grow into a communi ty . A clinic, a 
school , an agr icu l tu ra l p r o g r a m , adul t 
literacy, Bible study, and a fence can now 
follow. 
Gasohol —Threat to Food Supply? 
In a recently published booklet by the 
Wor ldwatch Insti tute, Lester R. Brown 
raises the quest ion of whether the p roduc-
tion of gasohol will j eopard ize the food 
supplies for hungry people. 
Brown says, "The stage is set for direct 
compet i t ion between the aff luent minority 
who own the world 's 315 million a u t o m o -
biles, and the poorest segments of h u m a n -
ity for whom gett ing enough food to stay 
alive is a l ready a struggle. As the price of 
gasoline rises, so too will the profi tabil i ty 
of energy crops. Over t ime, an expanded 
agricultural fuels market will mean that 
more and more fa rmers will have a choice 
of producing food for people or fuel for 
automobi les ." 
The choice of p roduc ing grain for food 
or fo r fuel may be a difficult one. At times 
like the present, when grain supplies are in 
surplus product ion , gasohol is a good use 
of the excess. But will it be possible to turn 
off the gasohol pumps when grain is in 
short supply and needed for hungry people? 
Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
The Day of the Lord 
"But now we see not yet all things put under him" (Heb. 
2:8) 
Redemption in Christ is complete! The price for sin has 
been paid. The way into the most Holy Place has been 
opened by a rending of the veil f rom the top to the bottom. 
God expressed complete satisfaction with Christ's death 
on the cross by raising Him from the dead. "He was deliv-
eredfor our offenses and was raised again for our justifica-
tion" (Romans 4:25). The rugged cross, the empty tomb, 
numerous appearances to His disciples following the 
resurrection and finally the return to heaven f rom the Mt. 
of Olives, finalized the message of God's redeeming grace. 
Then came Pentecost—the coming of the Holy Spirit to 
empower the disciples to proclaim the message. Thousands 
believed and were saved and the Church was born on the 
day of Pentecost. 
When Jesus and His disciples met in the upper room He 
emphasized two things: (1) "I go to prepare a place for 
you." (2) "I will come again to receive you unto myself that 
where I am there ye may be also." 
As the disciples watched Jesus ascend into heaven, two 
men stood by them in white apparel, " Which also said, 'ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven' " (Acts 1:11). 
When Christ prayed for His disciples in John 17, He 
expressed this concern: "I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that thou shouldst keep 
them from the evil" (John 17:15). As saints we are delivered 
f rom sin, but God allows sin and sinfulness to exist around 
us and such will continue until He comes again. The eternal 
banishment of sin will be in preparatioin for a new heaven 
and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
What kind of world will this be when Jesus returns? To 
what degree do we concern ourselves about Jesus' second 
advent? Second Coming a n d / o r signs of the times mes-
sages are not preached among us as frequently as twenty 
and twenty-five years ago. Maybe we are still reacting to 
the 'date setters' and extreme literalists that brought harm 
to the message of the Second Coming. Or, have the luxur-
ies of our American way of life made us too content with 
the here and now? Could it be said of Christians in Amer-
ica, "woe to them who are at ease in Zion"? What does the 
future hold for those of the world who live in luxury while 
two-thirds of the three billion world population live on a 
subsistence level, many right up against starvation? 
Famine is on the way. The fact is: when Jesus sat on the 
Mt. of Olives, Matthew 24, his disciples came unto him 
privately, saying "Tell us, when shall these things be? and 
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world?" (v. 3). Jesus' reply included famines and pestilences. 
When considering the end time, it is important to think 
about trends rather than events. The Scriptures are clear 
on trends that will characterize the end of this age. Jesus 
taught, "As were the days of Noe, so will be the coming of 
the Son of man, for as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day when Noah entered the ark, And they did not 
know until the flood came and swept them all away, so will 
be the coming of the Son of man" (Matt. 24:37-39 RSV). 
What were certain trends of society in Noah's day? There 
was a rapid increase in population (Genesis 6:1). What 
about our day? Today's population has passed the three 
billion point, which statisticians tell us is double what it 
was in 1900 and likely to double again before or about the 
year 2000. Some experts predict worldwide famine by 
1985. 
There was a marked increase in knowledge and wisdom 
according to Genesis 4. There was building of cities, and 
craftsmen that specialized in farming, music and works of 
iron and brass. 
Along with a period of prosperity came the moral decay 
as described in Genesis 6. Society became so corrupt and 
full of evil that we are told: "The Lord was sorry that He 
had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart" 
(Gen. 6:6 RSV). Then followed instruction for building the 
ark for the salvation of the righteous while the Lord de-
stroyed the world with a flood. 
This century has witnessed unprecedented economic 
and financial growth. Building, scientific development, 
transportation, education with moral breakdown, are 
reaching world proportions. Only the Lord knows when 
national sins reach the point of coming under the sentence 
of immediate judgment. 
Another trend—what about the "distress of nations" 
that Jesus spoke of as coming at the end time (Luke 21:25-
26)? This writer attended a Bible study-prayer breakfast 
the day this is being written. Also in attendance was an 
army Colonel who has just concluded a week of intense 
study and information gathering regarding world condi-
tions. When prayer time came he urged that we pray for 
God's over-ruling providence in world affairs. It was his 
way of informing us that world-wide, Iran is just one grave 
situation in a world almost 'out of control. ' 
This editorial concludes with a quote f rom Dr. James 
Montgomery Boice, theologian and pastor of the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. "We should not 
close . . . without mentioning a final condition which must 
precede the return of Jesus. This condition has nothing to 
do with the days of Noah, yet it is mentioned several times 
in the Bible as being of great significance. It is the return of 
the Jews to their homeland which began to take place in 
1948, and certainly the repossession of the old city of 
Jerusalem which took place as a result of the Six Day War 
in 1967 "Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke 
21:24). The implication is that His return will take place 
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Meeting in Saskatoon 
"We are entering into a new area in our technology—with 
new dangers," pastor Ray Landis told the Mennonite Dis-
aster Service All-Unit meeting in Saskatoon, Saskatche-
wan, in early February. 
Landis described the effect on his congregation and 
neighborhood in Middletown, Pennsylvania, of the Three 
Mile Island nuclear reactor accident last March. 
Helping people find hope when this kind of disaster 
strikes is an important task for Christians, he said. 
It was a hint, along with a report on the evacuation of the 
Love Canal chemical dumpsite in Niagara Falls, New 
York, that in the future M DS may have to face the horrify-
ing spectre of technology gone awry, in addition to the 
na tura l disasters to which Mennoni tes t radi t ional ly 
responded. 
Landis Hershey, director of M D S Region I (north east-
ern United States), told the MDSers present that an esti-
mated 800 sites like the Love Canal exist. At the Love 
Canal, toxic chemicals buried 30 years ago began to leak in 
the basements of houses built over an abandoned canal. 
Landis' remarks on Three Mile Island were filmed by a 
CBS television crew because of local interest in nuclear 
development. Mennonites at Warman, just north of Sas-
katoon, have protested the proposed building of a uranium 
refinery near their town. 
In sessions described by one speaker as "a cross between 
a family reunion and a camp meeting," all five M D S 
regions reported on their responses in the name of Christ to 
people in desperate need because of disasters. 
The far-flung and genial inter-Mennonite nature of 
Mennonite Disaster Service was noticeable. Men in "plain 
coats" and beards f rom Pennsylvania mingled with teen-
agers in jeans f rom Alberta. Carlos Santiago of Puerto 
Rico came the farthest and Peter Bunnet of Petitcodiac, 
Executive Coord ina to r Nelson Hoste t ter , left, confers with Syd 
Reimer, chai rman of M D S All-Unit Services. 
New Brunswick, represented the new Canadian Maritime 
unit. 
Two men in attendance had helped out at over 25 sepa-
rate M D S projects over the years. For them, Mennonite 
Disaster Service is a way of life. 
The new chairperson of Mennonite Disaster Service, 
appointed during the Saskatoon All-Unit Meeting, is Syd 
Reimer of Rosenort, Manitoba. He is the owner of an 
insurance business and a member of the Manitoba Flood 
Assistance Board. He succeeds Peter Funk of Fresno, 
California, the chairperson for the past six years. 
Syd Reimer and his wife, Helen, have six children and 
attend the Rosenort (Evangelical Mennonite Conference) 
Fellowship Chapel. 
"I guess I've had the privilege of serving and of being 
served," he said in a moving acceptance statement. After 
years of helping others "muck out" and rebuild after 
floods, fires, and tornadoes, he found himself on the receiv-
ing end when his home was threatened by flood waters in 
spring, 1979. 
He challenged MDSers everywhere to not lose the "giv-
ing spirit." Describing his vision for the future, he con-
cluded, "I also see MDS as a springboard for our youth, as 
a bridge over the gap between old and young." 
From Meetinghouse. 
The Day of the Lord 
from page IS 
shortly after this time of Gentile domination. Several 
verses later he adds, "So also, ye, when ye see these things 
come to pass know that the Kingdom is near at hand. 
Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass away, 
till all be fulfilled" (vv. 31, 32). These verses seem to indi-
cate that the Lord Jesus Christ will return within one 
generation of the repossession of Palestine and the recon-
quest of Jerusalem by the Jews. If that is so, the biblical 
length of a generation being about forty years, then Jesus 
may well return within forty years of 1948 (the year of the 
reestablishment of the State of Israel) or of 1967 (the year 
in which the old city of Jerusalem once again came into 
Jewish hands." ("The Last and Future World" by Dr. 
Boice, pages 61-62.) 
Redemption for its completeness awaits the Day of the 
Lord while saints pray in the words of John the Revelator: 
Amen, Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
J .N.H. 
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